Treatment of abdominal aortic aneurysms associated with pancreatic tumors: personal experience and review of the literature (1967-2006).
The aim of the present study was to discuss the approach to a rare, but challenging, clinical situation: the coexistence of an abdominal aortic aneurysm (AAA) and a pancreatic tumor. The authors present their experience and a review of the literature of the last 40 years. From January 1988 to December 2006 the authors faced 3 cases of associated AAA and pancreatic neoplasia. Through a Medline search the authors found 15 cases of this comorbidity reported in the literature from 1967 to 2006, obtaining a total number of 18 cases. The treatment of the two diseases was in a single stage in 4 cases (22%) and in two stages in 5 cases (28%), while only one pathology was treated in 7 cases (39%) and no treatment at all was attempted in 2 cases (11%). Mortality was 0%, while morbidity was 22%, i.e. in 4 cases out of 18, although no aortic prosthesis infection was recorded. From literature analysis and their experience the authors concluded that the surgical strategy in cases of AAA and a pancreatic tumor is to be chosen depending on the pancreatic tumor prognosis, the AAA dimensions and the schedule of chemotherapy. According to the authors, AAA surgical repair is recommended in case of pancreatic cystic adenoma and neuroendocrine neoplasia, in view of their good prognosis, while endovascular repair (EVAR), when feasible, is better in patients with pancreatic adenocarcinoma.